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“Universal education is not 
only a moral imperative but 
an economic necessity, to 
pave the way toward making 
more nations self-sufficient 
and self-sustaining.”
 -  Archbishop Desmond Tutu, KMF Patron
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OUR VISION AND MISSION
Our vision is to ensure equal opportunities through education. To 
build a nation of leaders with impact at the levels of community 
and country. We believe that by equipping individuals to move 
out of poverty through education, each can become an agent of 
change with the potential to impact others around them.

Our mission is to provide talented but underserved scholars in 
South Africa access to quality education, support and development 
opportunities in order to nurture a generation of 
tomorrow’s leaders.
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FOUNDERS NOTE
With all that has changed in 2020, I am very proud to present this Annual Report as a reflection 
of the amazing work the Trustees and the KMF Team have accomplished. This year has only 
proved that it takes a village and we say a very big thank you to our global village of donors, 
volunteers, mentors, team and trustees. 

What a year 2020 was - for the Kay Mason Foundation, and for the world.  We began by saying 
farewell to our beloved CEO Noeline de Goede, who gave eight years of her life to making the 
KMF the caring, ethical, superbly-governed and highly impactful 
organization it is.

Thank you, Noeline!  You may be gone, but you are not forgotten.  Your legacy lives on, and is 
in safe hands.

In the midst of a global pandemic, the South African economy all but shut down. Our scholars 
and their families faced financial ruin – and in some cases, severe  food shortages.

Suddenly all schooling was online, and our scholars had to contend with all the challenges 
that entailed.

We threw a number of successful Zoom galas, and raised additional funds not only to provide 
every one of our scholars with a web-enabled device and data, but to deliver regular food aid 
to our most affected families.

Watching the KMF team, our trustees, and our donors rise to the challenge of helping our 
exceptional cohort of scholars cope with crisis after crisis was incredibly inspiring.  Their 
dedication fuelled my conviction that the KMF is performing a critical task. By developing the 
next generation of leaders, empowering them to face the challenges of the century to come, 
we are playing a vital role in building the future we all need.

I am humbled by the passion and dedication of our team, by the courage and tenacity of our 
scholars and their families, and by the generosity of thousands around the world who helped 
make 2020, for all its challenges, one of our best years yet.

THANK YOU!

Richard Mason
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This year has been exceptional for everyone around the world – 
and we at the Kay Mason Foundation have certainly felt the strain. 
The COVID-19 pandemic and South Africa’s sudden lockdown 
last March caught us all off guard. We were busy preparing for 
a business breakfast with Trevor Manuel on Monday, 16 March 
when the announcement came: a level 5 lockdown was 
to be implemented.

Our breakfast went ahead, though, with a limited number 
of guests. We maintained proper social distancing and kept 
hand sanitizer at the ready. We were grateful to Mr. Manuel 
for speaking, and to all our guests for attending. If anything, 
the circumstances made the subject matter – the future of our 
country – seem all the more urgent. Little did we know then 
just how far-reaching and devastating the pandemic’s effects 
would be on our families, communities, businesses and
 national economy.
 
Rallying for solutions 

All KMF personnel swiftly vacated the office – and thus began 
our year of remote collaboration. As in many homes, we did 
our best to juggle 8-hour workdays, homeschooling duties 
for smaller children and household duties. But we counted 
ourselves lucky that these were the worst of the challenges we 
faced in our own lives.

And we adapted quickly, despite the obstacles that emerged. 
One of our first orders of business involved shifting our focus 
as an organisation to also include support in the form of food, 

COVID-19 RELIEF EFFORTS
security and shelter for our KMF families.  Most of our KMF parents 
either completely lost their main sources of income, or saw them so 
reduced that feeding their households became impossible.

This also meant additional financial resources we’d not budgeted for. 
There were lots of late nights and many grey hairs sprouted, but KMF 
personnel and trustees came through – just as we knew we could. 

We were able to purchase and deliver food parcels and assist with 
rent payments for families without income. In order to raise the funds 
to make this happen we hosted two successful online events. These 
saw celebrities like Susan Eisenhower and Joanna Lumley make 
appearances in support of our scholars. We were humbled by the 
generosity of people from around the world willing to support families 
who needed it most.



The Virtual education challenge 

In addition to tackling serious food security concerns during lockdown it also became 
clear the reality of virtual learning for our scholars required our attention and support. 
We needed to supply digital devices and data to access online tutoring, download 
coursework and carry on with remote education online. Most of our learners lacked 
these resources and data costs are unfortunately exorbitant in South Africa.  

Unfortunately we simply did not have the funds to provide each child with a tablet or 
two-in-one device. So we began by purchasing data for KMF scholars with access to 
mobile phones. We loaded data per individual user, which proved a time-consuming 
and expensive process that also meant all our learners needed to be on the same 
network. It quickly became clear that an alternative solution was sorely needed.
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One of our savvy supporters put us in touch with Mohamed Noorbhay 
from Cell C Cavendish. He  generously donated 30 basic mobile 
phones for our learners, each with a 50GB data package.  (Thank you 
Mohamed – the impact you’ve had in these scholars’ lives can’t be 
underestimated!)

This meant our entire Junior Scholar group and 15 of our Senior 
Scholars had sufficient data and a device to complete coursework 
on. We then purchased additional 50GB data packages, which our 
remaining 33 Senior Scholars used for online studies.  

This meant we were finally and reliably able to connect with our 
scholars via Zoom. We provided them with online support and 

tutoring. And our tutors didn’t let a lack of white boards, flip chart 
paper or classroom resources hinder their ability to support students. 
They got creative and made the most of a tricky situation. 
Hats off to them!

We do acknowledge that our learners will ultimately each require 
a tablet or two-in-one device, as a mobile phone’s screen is simply 
suboptimal for classroom work. We aim to raise sufficient funds in 
the near future to fully equip all our scholars.

CELL C TO THE RESCUE!
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Maths scholars saw the light!

During lockdown Keelan Whiting – co-founder of Reflective Learning – surprised the 
Foundation with a donation of digital licenses for each of our Junior and Senior Scholars, 
as part of his company’s ‘67-Squared’ campaign. Reflective Learning is an online maths 
program that identifies an individual child’s problem areas. Gaps are then addressed 
with tailor-made online lessons and exercises.

Now scholars have tailored online maths support they can access around the clock. A 
massive thank you to Reflective Learning, Keelan Whiting as well as the #ImStaying 
community for making these learning licenses available! We’re thrilled to have you join in 
supporting a generation of future leaders.

We’re already looking forward to the day that we’ll put the digital highs and lows of this 
tumultuous period behind us for good: the ‘Show Us You!’ video sessions with Junior 
Scholars via WhatsApp, the dropped calls and many attempts to reconnect. This year’s 
demanded lots of additional time, effort, patience and creativity from all our personnel 
and – most importantly – from our scholars. And we applaud everyone for sticking it out 
and pulling through.
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PROGRAMS REPORT
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INTRODUCTION
2020 marked 21 years for the Kay Mason Foundation. It all began in 1999 when novelist Richard Mason founded the organisation in memory 
of his sister. We’re a small non-profit providing educational and psycho-social support to underserved children that demonstrate potential. 
We work to eliminate barriers to education and bridge opportunity gaps that remain one of South Africa’s
most pressing social issues.

Our aim is to foster achievement and enable scholars to transform their lives through quality education. We carry out our mission through 
our various support programs, both academic and social. In 2020 we focussed on the following direct service programs: 

Junior Scholar 
Program 

Grade 6 
Recruitment 
Program

Senior Scholar 
Program 

Alumni 
Program
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PROGRAM OVERVIEW

In January 2020 we hosted our annual 
Orientation Day and welcomed all Juniors 

and Seniors back for the year. Obviously plans 
changed significantly by March.



GRADE 6 
RECRUITMENT PROGRAM
The application process for High School 2022 opened in March 2020, 
though the process was heavily impacted by South Africa’s first 
lockdown. This also meant we received far fewer applications than in 
past years. We were still able to test scholars in October 2020, however, 
and we assembled a fantastic class of Junior Scholars
for 2021.
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JUNIOR PROGRAM
We were pleased that the Junior Programs process was not excessively delayed. This meant we were able to continue with assessments 
online via video communications and recordings. Though we were unable to offer all tutoring and workshops as planned, we managed to 
select and award 16 applicants with a high school scholarship for 2021.



JUNIOR CAMP
We hosted our annual Junior camp at Taaibosch together with True 
North Experiences from 26 - 28 October, 2020. This year’s event, which 
was funded by IQRAA Trust, was another incredible experience for 
scholars and staff.

Programming focused on developing leadership skills and fostering 
teamwork amongst scholars. For many of them this camping 
experience was a first – and they had a blast! Many valuable lessons 
were learned and new friendships were fostered. A big thanks to True 
North and IQRAA Trust!
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SENIOR SCHOLAR PROGRAM
Academic Tutoring And Workshops:

The KMF supported 48 scholars in grades 8, 9, 11 and 12 during 2020.  

The scholars received academic tutoring for the Month of February, 
and we then went into a hard Lockdown in March. During the hard 
lockdown all tutoring and workshops were put to a halt due to 
challenges around connectivity. In July 2020 Academic tutoring was 
back in full swing online once Learners received Data and in October 
2020 tutoring returned to the office. We have been blessed with 
amazing tutors who offer their time, skills, love and care to our KMF 
scholars and we would like to thank each of them. 

Unfortunately, we were not able to host all Life skills and 
developmental workshops as initially planned but a big thank you to 
Releasing Eagles who hosted the Emotional Intelligence workshop 
virtually in October 2020. 

Mentoring: 

We are grateful that both the Buddy program as well as the Releasing 
Eagles mentorship program could continue throughout the year. 
These programs served as valuable additional support for scholars 
throughout the year. 
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EVENTS
The annual KMF Awards Celebration took place at Curro Durbanville on the 29th of May, 2021. We celebrated all our scholars’ achievements 
– all their hard work, dedication and tenacity – in 2020. Learners were commended for achievements in the following categories: 

We couldn’t be prouder of our scholars – especially this year, when new challenges so frequently seemed insurmountable.

For excellence in 
sport and cultural 
activities. 

Extra Mural

for doing out-
of-the-ordinary 
service in the 
community

Community

for serving in a 
leadership position 
at school or in the 
community

Leadership

For achieving 
above 80% in a 
subject

Academic
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GREAT ACHIEVEMENTS

BERNADETTE KANKU
Full Academic Colour

DANIEL MARCEL
Achieved an A for Mathematics

SHARON NGWIRA
99% for Mathematics
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TOP ACHIEVERS

SAMANTHA SILJEUR 
82%

SHARON NGWIRA 
95%

BERNADETTE KANKU 
84%

TONI NOVEMBER 
89%
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KMF ALUMNI 2020
Currently Fagan is studying Astrophysics and Physics at University 
of Cape Town (UCT).

Josiah is studying a Bachelor of Dental Surgery (Dentistry) at the 
University of Western Cape (UWC).

Sisanda is currently studying a bachelor’s in Psychology and 
Language communications at the University of Western
Cape (UWC).

Charney has been accepted into I-College, she received a bursary, 
and she will be doing a course in Business Management for 1 year. 

Nikita is currently studying Occupational therapy at the University 
of Western Cape (UWC).

Toni is studying a BSC Molecular biology and Biotechnology at 
the University of Stellenbosch. She intends on completing her 
master’s if all goes well.

Kirshni is studying Law (LLB) at the University of Stellenbosch.

TONI
KIRSHNI

CHARNEY

JORDAN
JOSIAH

SISANDA

FAGAN

NIKITA

Our 2020 KMF Graduates boasted 39 A’s in their final exam subjects
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY
The Kay Mason Foundation ran a Covid Support Program for our families to assist with food, rent and electricity.

A special thank you to our amazing donors who donated around R300,000.00 to support our families during the Covid Level 5 lockdown.
We have excellent governance protocols in place and ensure strong accountability to our donors. 

We have maintained strict accounting protocols and ensured a conservative approach to our expenditure due to the
 economic instability globally.

Total expenditure for 2020 was R3,514,173.00

KMF EXPENDITURE

Grade 6 Recruitment Program - 6%

Grade 7 Junior Program - 10%

Senior Scholarship Program - 61%

Private Scholar Program - 1%

Alumni Program - 0%

Marketing & Fundraising Program - 7%

Office Cost - 15%

10%

15%

61%

7%

1%

6%
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY
The Kay Mason Foundation generated an increase in income of R 303,837.00 during 2020
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Our revenues sources during 2020 were as follows:

• Corporate funding
• Individual funding
• Charitable Trusts and Foundation
• Fundraising Initiatives

 
The total revenue for 2020 was R4,329,292.00

FINANCIAL SUMMARY

KAY MASON INCOME STREAMS

Corporates - 22%

Charitable Trusts - 9%

Individuals - 65%

Other Income - 4%

9%

4%

65%

22%

ZAR GDP USD TOTAL

REVENUE

CORPORATES R 797 246 £ 6 068 $ 2 500 R 966 371

CHARITABLE TRUSTS R 336 522 £  2 500 $ - R 389 247

INDIVIDUALS R 1 137 505 £ 81 682 $ 558 R 2 869 377

OTHER INCOME (INTEREST 
& INSURANCE CLAIM) R 110 928 £ 2 073 $ - R 154 637

TOTAL REVENUE R 2 382 202 £ 92 323 $ 3 058 R 4 329 292

($1=R16.46)
(£1=R21.09)
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A THANK YOU TO 
OUR 2020 FUNDERS

We at the Kay Mason Foundation would like to say a massive thank you to every 
donor from the US, UK and SA who attended events in 2020. 

Your support has helped the organization fulfil its objectives in 2020 – a true feat! 
You have been instrumental in positively impacting the lives of our scholars through 
your commitment to service. And for that we are eternally grateful.

“At times, our own light goes out and is rekindled by a spark from another person. Each of us has cause to 
think with deep gratitude of those who have lighted the flame within us.” 

- Albert Schweitzer
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KAY MASON FOUNDATION 
SOUTH AFRICA TRUST 
OFFICIAL INFORMATION

NAME OF ORGANIZATION
Kay Mason Foundation South Africa Trust

REGISTERED NAME
Kay Mason Foundation South Africa Trust

DATE OF ESTABLISHMENT
• NPO No 091-998 (Date registered  

10 August 2011) 
• PBO No 930036244 (Date registered  

21 June 2011) 
• Trust: IT397/2011 (Date registered  

23 February 2011) 

LEGAL STATUS
Trust & NPO & PBO with 18A Tax Status

ADDRESS
Physical
Office 202 
Omnipark Building 
102 Edward street 
Bellville 
7530

CONTACT DETAILS OF ORGANIZATION
Telephone: +27 (0) 21 917 1853
Website: www.kmf.org.za
Email: hello@kmf.org.za

Registered Address
Po Box 4893, 
Tygervalley 
7536 

SA 
TRUSTEES 

Lynda Cooper

Richard Mason 

Susan van der Merwe 

Derek Dykman

UK 
TRUSTEES 

Richard Mason

Eva-Maria Dimitriadis

Alexandra Zintl

Catherine Gull

Amanda St Levans Jobbins

Henry Dowding

US 
TRUSTEES 

John Trahan

GOVERNANCE AND 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 


